Five Fun
Ways to
Get Your
Child to
Learn

11. Make a File Folder Board Game

1Materials
 File Folder
 Something for the ‘spots’ on the board. I tend to prefer stickers but I have used bingo
markers or just drawn shapes on the board
 A pencil and eraser. This is to use to create a plan before you make it permanent.
 Something to draw the path. I tend to use glitter glue but I have also used just a marker or
crayon as well.
 Dice
 Things to use as markers. I like to use shaped erasers from the dollar stores, but you can
use anything around the house like coins or paperclips. (See picture below of common
objects I have used as markers)
 Questions to ask – these just can come from their study guides or any flashcard set
 Optional: Contact paper – this is to cover the game if you really want to. I use these
games everyday. The ones I do not cover last about a year or so, depending on use. The
ones I cover last a lot longer. I have some games that I’ve used for about 12 years now and
they are perfectly fine.
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1Directions
1. Open up the file folder in the direction you want the board to be. I tend to use it so it is wider than it is
long but I have done it vise versa as well.

2. Get the pencil and write the word “Start” and “Finish” where you want them to be. I tend to do this at
the top left for Start and the bottom right for Finish.
3. Use the pencil to draw the path. Do this lightly as you will be erasing this later.

4. Take the stickers, dot markers or anything else you are making spaces with and put them on the path.
5. Make any “special spaces”. All my students like “go again”, “lose a turn” and short-cut or back-track
paths. I make these by either using special stickers, like puffy stickers, or just big ones and/or outlining the
sticker in a different color. To make the paths, I add them after step 7 by just drawing additional lines after I
added the path.
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1Directions
6. Erase the pencil path if you are using a crayon or marker for the path as you’ll be able to see the pencil
line. This line isn’t a big deal but it does look nicer.
7. Draw the path with glitter glue, marker, crayon or whatever you want. Note that if you are using
glitter glue, you will need a few hours for it to dry until you get to the next part.
8. Add any short-cut or back-track paths if you want.
Let dry, if needed
9. Play the game!

How to Play:
NOTE: You can make up ANY directions that you want. I tend to let the student make up the rules if
they want.
1. Get your questions ready.
2. Decides who goes first. Then another person asks the player a questions.
a. If the player answers correctly, they roll the dice and move their marker that many spaces.
3. Continue taking turns asking questions and answering them.
4. The player who gets to the end first wins.
a. Variation: If you have a lot of questions and a short board, when you get to ‘finish’, use that
as a space and go back to the start to see how many times you can go around the board.
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2. Hopscotch in the House
Use this game if your child likes to be active instead of sitting at a table or desk. This game is especially good for
memorizing math facts.

1Materials






Clean area of the floor, enough to play
Something to make the spaces. I use a whiteboard marker on my hardwood floors BUT before you
do that TEST the marker in an inconspicuous space to make sure it erases from your floor. I also
have clients who just post-it notes instead.
Markers to throw
Optional: Questions you want to ask
Optional: Dice

Directions
1)

Draw the hopscotch board or put down the post it notes on where you want the space to be.
Note: In the picture with the post it notes, you do see lines, but you don’t need to use them if
you are using post it notes.
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How to Play:
NOTE: You can make up ANY directions that you want. I tend to let the student make up the rules if
they want.
To practice math facts while playing:
1) Decide what facts you are working on – adding or multiplication. Notes: You can also do subtraction
or division, you will just need to do different numbers other than 1-10 for the hopscotch board.
2)
Roll the Die/Dice – this will be the number you do the facts for.
3) Throw the Marker - This will be the number you skip on the way up.
a. For example, if you roll a 3 and you are working on multiplication facts and then your marker
lands on the 5, you will jump on each block and as you jump on the block say “1x3=3, 2x3=6,
3x3=9, 4x3=12, (SKIP 5), 6x3=18, 7x3=21, 8x3=24, 9x3=27, 10x3=3” Then turn around and go
from 10 back to one saying the facts. If your student is doing well, there’s no need to say
“1x3” just say the answer.
4) Continue to take turns for as long as you want BUT ALWAYS STOP BEFORE YOUR STUDENT WANTS
TO STOP – that way the game is always fun and doesn’t become yet another boring school lesson.
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3. Clothes Pin Practice
Use this game if your child likes to manipulate things. It is especially good for learning fact
families.

1Materials




A piece of cardboard (cut up cereal boxes work excellent or just boxes from toys, the picture below is
just a cut up box from Christmas!)
A marker
Clothespins

Directions
1)
2)
3)
4)

Pick a number of clothespins to use. I start small – like 3 to 5 for children who are having trouble,
then build up to 20.
Write out problems on the cardboard
Write out the answers on the clothespins.
Note: you want to make multiple game boards because your child

How to Play:
To practice math facts while playing:
1) Give your child the cardboard and the
clothespins.
2) Have your child “pin” the answer to the
problems.
3) Repeat with another board
4) Once your child gets the hang of the game,
let them make boards for you to do – and
make some mistakes. Children LOVE to find
your mistakes. 
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4. Wall Ball Game
Use this game if your child likes to play sports. It can be used for math and spelling as well as to
study for tests with vocabulary.
Note: If you choose this game, please be careful. This game needs parental supervision as the
ball can fly back and hit the student.

1Materials






A ball that attaches to your wrist and has elastic
Post It Notes
An Open Wall that a ball can be thrown against
Markers
Questions

Directions
1)

2)
3)

Determine what you are going to study. Here are some hints
a. Math: write out math problems on post it notes and put problems on the wall
b. Spelling: write out words that are spelled correct AND incorrect on post it notes and put the
words on the wall
c. Vocabulary: write out words they need to learn on post it notes and put the words on the
wall – NOTE: The picture below has chemistry vocabulary words on each note.
Put the ball on your wrist.
Have them throw the ball at the wall onto a Post-It Note and
a. Math: give the answer to the problem that the ball hit on the wall
b. Spelling: tell if the word that the ball hit on wall is spelled correctly or not, and if not then
spell it correctly
c. Vocabulary: tell the definition to the word that the ball hit on the wall.
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4. Trampoline Game
This game is a particularly good game to play if your child has multiple choice questions to
practice. I don’t have any pictures as I used this game everyday when my kids were little, but
we do not have a trampoline now.
Note: If you choose this game, please be careful. Trampolines can be dangerous, and you
should always follow manufacturer’s directions.

1Materials




A Trampoline (with net for safety)
Chalk
Questions to ask

Directions
Determine what you are going to study. Here are some hints
1)Math:
a.using chalk, write some ‘answers’ on the trampoline
b.ask a question and have your child either jump or seat drop (or other gymnastic maneuver
that they would normally do on the trampoline) on the answer
c.have them get up and do another question
d.Variation – Ask multiple questions BEFORE they start to answer the first one and have them
jump on the answer in order
2)Reading:
a.Write words with chalk on the trampoline and have them jump or seat drop (or other
gymnastic maneuver they would normally do on the trampoline) on the word you say
b.Variation – Say multiple words BEFORE they start to jump on the first one and have them
jump on the words in order
3)Vocabulary:
a.write out words with chalk they need to learn and have them jump or seat drop (or other
gymnastic maneuver they would normally do on the trampoline) on the word you say
b.Variation – Have your child say the definition as after they jump on the word
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